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Public  Health  Laboratory, 

14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

June  17th,  1895. 


To  The  Sanitary  Committee 

of  THE 

County  Council  of  Warwickshire. 


Mr.  Chairman,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  my  summary  of  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
various  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  in  the  County  for  the  year  1894. 

The  Local  Government  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year,  has 
caused  certain  alterations  in  the  constitution  of  the  districts,  and  in  some  instances,  although  not  com¬ 
pulsory,  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  presented  reports  on  those  portions  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new 

Authorities. 

The  alterations  effected  in  the  County  are  but  slight,  and  with  the  exception  of  these  the  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  the  same  as  in  my  five  previous  reports,  viz.,  a  summary  of  each  report  first,  followed  by 
a  consideration  of  statistics  and  other  matters  affecting  the  County  as  a  whole. 

In  the  statistics  which  follow,  the  birth-rate,  death,  and  Zymotic  death  rates  are  calculated  per 
thousand  persons  living,  while  the  infant  mortality  is  reckoned  on  children  who  die  under  one  year  of 
age  per  thousand  registered  births. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

ASTON  MANOR. 

Mr.  Henry  May  says  that  the  conditions  affecting  the  health  of  the  district,  both  general  and 
local,  have  been  on  the  whole  of  such  a  favourable  nature  that  he  is  able  to  present  an  annual  report 
of  a  satisfactory  character  in  contrast  with  the  more  or  less  unfavourable  ones  of  the  four  immediately 
preceding  years.  The  death-rate  has  fallen  from  16-7  in  1893  to  14 -0  last  year,  and  with  one  exception  is  the 
lowest  recorded  in  the  last  20  years.  Mr.  May  says  “  the  great  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the 
district  which  these  figures  betoken  is  partly  due  to  a  participation  in  the  improvement  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  general  health  of  the  country  during  1894,  and  partly  to  special  local  circum¬ 
stances.  It  is  true  the  prevalence  of  Small-pox  in  the  latter  half  of  last  and  the  beginning  of  this 
yeai’,  and  a  severe  outbreak  of  Measles  in  May,  were  unfortunate  in  their  effects,  but  most  of  the  other 
disturbing  influences  which  have  unfavourably  affected  the  health  of  Aston  Manor  in  past  years,  such 
as  Summer  Diarrhoea,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Influenza,  have  been  much  less  active  than 
usual.  The  principal  factor  in  last  year’s  mortality — Summer  Diarrhoea — which  caused  181  deaths,  has  only 
caused  32  during  the  present  year,  and  the  cold  and  ungenial  summer  of  1894  like  that  of  1888  has  in 
this  respect  proved  beneficial  to  health.” 

Referring  further  to  the  general  healthiness  of  Aston  Manor,  Mr.  May  says  “  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  varieties  in  the  kinds  of  occupation,  and  the  regular  employment  which  has  prevailed  here  for 
several  years  have  contributed  to  the  attainment  of  the  low  death-rate  of  14  per  1,000  in  a  dense  working 
class  population.  A  healthy  site  on  which  each  family  enjoys  a  separate  house  of  two  storeys  with  a 
constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  and  a  vigilant  supervision  over  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dwellings, 
help  to  render  Aston  Manor  a  model  suburban  place  of  residence  for  the  industrial  classes.” 

Mr.  May  reports  that  during  the  year  202  cases  of  Small-pox  were  notified,  of  which  168  were 
isolated  in  hospital.  The  mortality  was  very  low,  viz.,  13  deaths  or  6 -5  per  cent  of  the  cases  notified. 
Referring  to  the  means  taken  to  stamp  out  the  disease  Mr.  May  says  “  in  assigning  the  reasons  for  the 
favourable  results  which  have  followed  I  must  give  the  first  place  to  the  fairly  well  protected  condition  of 
this  community,  owing  to  general  infantile  vaccination,  a  condition  for  which  the  Aston  Union  Board 
of  Guardians,  as  the  Vaccination  Authority,  deserves  much  credit.  The  law  has  been  enforced  with  much 
discretion  during  the  past  generation  and  the  prejudices  and  mis-statements  of  the  anti-vaccinationists  have 
never  been  popular  here.”  Mr.  May  further  says  “a  number  of  persons  submitted  to  primary  vaccination, 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  outbreak,  in  whom  it  had  been  neglected  in  infancy,  but  yet  there  was  a 
small,  though  highly  dangerous  residuum  of  unvaccinated  persons  in  the  district,  and  18  of  these  contracted 
Small-pox,  amongst  whom  there  was  a  mortality  of  33  per  cent,  proving  the  virulent  nature  of  Small  pox 
when  it  runs  its  natural  course,  even  with  improved  sanitation  and  means  of  treatment. 


Scarlet  Fever  was  much  less  prevalent  than  for  many  previous  years,  only  5  deaths  being  due  to  it. 
Referring  to  the  isolation  of  cases  in  hospital,  Mr.  May  says  “it  is  a  source  of  regret  that  the  proportion 
of  cases  isolated  at  the  hospital  has  not  been  larger,  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  disease  infection 
lingers  long  after  apparent  convalescence.”  Mr.  May  further  refers  to  the  special  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Local  Board  to  consider  the  resolution  of  your  County  Council  made  upon  this  subject 
last  year,  and  in  reference  to  the  custom  in  Aston  of  endeavouring  to  procure  some  portion  of  the  cost  of 
maintenance  from  the  parents  of  infected  children,  says,  “  I  agree  with  this  report  so  far  as  it  goes  and  do 
not  believe  that  any  hardship  has  been  inflicted  under  the  present  arrangements.  It  is  only  right  in  the 
abstract  that  parents  should  contribute  according  to  their  means  towards  the  maintenance  of  their  children 
whilst  in  the  hospital,  but  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  I  consider  it  very  desirable  there  should  be  a 
more  complete  isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and  believe  free  admission  would  greatly  facilitate  that 
isolation  and  be  found  as  practicable  as  the  free  admission  you  have  adopted  in  cases  of  Small-pox.” 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  May  and  caused  an  unusual  mortality  in  May  and  June,  and  as  a  result 
of  advice  tendered  by  Mr.  May  some  of  the  schools  were  closed  by  an  extension  of  the  holidays. 

Typhoid  Fever  has  been  much  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year,  causing  only  6  deaths  as 
compared  with  18  in  1893. 

In  reference  to  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  Small-pox  cases,  Mr.  May'  says  “the 
present  Small-pox  hospital  is  sufficiently  detached  to  prevent  any  ordinary  danger  of  contact  from  two 
infectious  diseases,  having  its  own  kitchen,  laundry  and  mortuary,  and  is  otherwise  suitable  for  its  purpose 
and  remote  from  houses,  but  in  the  face  of  the  accumulated  evidence  in  support  of  the  theory  of  aerial 
conveyance  of  the  infection  of  Small-pox  the  serious  question  is  now  having  your  consideration  whether 
you  ought  not  to  make  arrangements  as  soon  as  practicable  for  the  transfer  of  the  Small-pox  hospital 
to  a  new  site  at  such  a  considerable  distance  from  the  present  Scarlet  Fever  one  as  would  obviate  all 
risk  of  aerial  infection.” 


Speaking  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  Mr.  May  says  “  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years  nearly 
all  the  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  have  been  supplied  with  W.C.s  and  dry  ashpits  instead  of  the 
privy  and  midden  arrangements  which  once  was  in  general  use  and  still  prevails  in  older  houses,  although 
it  is  gradually  becoming  replaced  by  the  water  carriage  system.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  215  new  W.C.s 
have  been  erected  during  this  year,  and  the  Inspector  reports  that  139  of  the  old  privies  and  middens 
have  been  altered  to  water  closets  and  dry  ashpits.  Although  this  substitution  is  steadily  progressing  I  do 
not  consider  it  is  being  effected  to  the  extent  its  importance  demands,  considering  how  readily  the 
accumulation  of  excrement  in  the  close  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  lends  itself  to  the  dissemination  of 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea.” 

In  addition  to  the  points  summarised  the  report  contains  full  information  in  reference  to  sewers, 
new  houses,  nightsoil  and  refuse  disposal,  water  supply,  food  supply,  food  adulteration,  the  regulation  and 
supervision  of  houses,  workshops  and  bakehouses,  slaughter  houses,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk  shops, 
while  attention  is  also  given  to  the  question  of  smoke  nuisance,  and  the  nuisances  arising  from  offensive 
trades.  Altogether  the  report  is  an  excellent  record  of  much  satisfactory  work  accomplished. 


Population. 

72,338 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

30  14  2-1  136 

BULKINGTON. 


Mr.  Peacock  reports  that  the  general  death-rate  of  this  district  was  considerably  lower  than  in 
1893,  viz.,  18  as  against  1 9 *23,  the  zymotic  rate  was  slightly  higher,  the  mortality  being  due  to 
Measles,  Diphtheria,  and  low  Continued  Fever.  Owing  to  the  epidemic  of  Measles  affecting  the  attendance 
Mr.  Peacock  suggested  the  closing  of  the  elementary  schools. 

Mr.  Peacock  reports  that  he  called  attention  to  the  serious  danger  involved  to  the  district  by  the 
existence  of  Small-pox  at  Hinckley,  a  few  miles  away.  He  reports  that  a  deputation  visited  London 
and  secured  a  tent  for  the  reception  of  cases  should  any  occur,  but  that  up  to  the  present  time 
no  site  has  been  obtained  whereon  to  erect  it.  He  also  recommends  the  Council  to  buy  a  “covered 
conveyance”  for  removal  of  the  patients  to  and  fro. 

He  further  says  “  I  regret  you  have  not  adopted  the  Disease  Notification  Act  and  would  again 
advise  you  to  do  so,”  and  further  reports  that  in  his  opinion  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  purity  or 
otherwise  of  water  should  be  ascertained  when  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occur  in  persons  drinking  it. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

1,328 


Birth-rate. 

27-1 


Death-rate. 

18 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

3-01 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

55 


ERD1NGT0N. 


This  is  one  of  the  new  Urban  Districts  formed  in  the  County  under  the  Local  Government  Act, 

and  was  originally  part  of  the  old  Aston  Rural  District. 

Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill  reports  that  the  death-rate  is  actually  the  lowest  recorded  during  the 

last  10  years,  while  the  death-rate  from  zymotic  disease  has  only  on  one  occasion  been  less.  He  also 

considers  the  diminished  infant  mortality  of  the  district  a  very  good  sign.  No  less  than 
24  deaths  from  zymotic  disease  were  actually  registered  in  the  district,  but  of  these  7  occurred  in 
the  Workhouse,  and  13  in  the  Small-pox  hospital  in  patients  not  belonging  to  the  district,  so  that 
with  one  which  died  outside  the  district  the  total  number  of  zymotic  deaths  to  be  debited  to  it 

is  5,  viz.,  Small-pox  1,  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Typhoid  Fever  1,  and  Measles  2. 

One  death  was  registered  from  Small-pox,  and  this  in  an  unvaccinated  child.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill 

says  “  In  the  same  house  four  cases  occurred,  and  all  were  at  once  removed  to  hospital.  I  made  a 

careful  investigation  into  the  outbreak  and  discovered  that  the  infection  was  introduced  by  a  tailoress 
who  worked  for  the  father,  and  lived  in  Coventry  Street,  Birmingham,  and  whose  children  had  just 
previously  been  removed  to  the  City  Hospital  suffering  from  Small-pox.  It  was  further  alleged  that 
the  children  had  actually  worn  clothing  made  in  this  out-worker’s  house.  Looking  at  the  very  large 
number  of  cases  existing  all  the  year  in  both  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  in  the  Manor  of  Aston 
it  is  indeed  a  matter  of  surprise  that  infection  was  not  introduced  on  more  than  two  occasions.” 

A  somewhat  widespread  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  Mason’s  Orphanage,  42  cases 
being  notified.  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says  “that  from  investigations  I  made  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  infection  was  introduced  at  the  Harvest  Thanksgiving  Service  held  at  the  Orphanage.  The  bulk 
of  the  cases  wrere  isolated  at  the  Orphanage,  and  only  nine  were  removed  to  the  infectious  hospital 
during  the  height  of  the  epidemic. 

Only  one  death  was  due  to  Typhoid  Fever,  and  this  is  attributed  to  a  water-closet  having  been 
erected  close  to  the  patient’s  bedroom  without  any  ventilation  to  the  soil-pipe.  As  no  structural 
alteration  was  made  the  work  was  carried  out  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Surveyor.  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill  adds  “this  affords  another  melancholy  instance  of  the  danger  to  health  produced  by  insanitary 
appliances  and  improper  plumbing,  and  points  to  the  necessity  of  education  in  sanitary  matters 
being  made  compulsory  among  all  connected  with  the  plumbing  trade.” 

Referring  to  isolation,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  points  out  that  the  value  of  the  hospital  is 
enhanced  as  a  protective  agency  by  the  fact  that  it  has  been  open  free  to  all  suffering  from  any 
of  the  diseases  which  are  received. 


The  importance  of  the  new  Council  undertaking  the  scavenging  of  the  district  is  suggested 
and  a  description  is  given  of  proceedings  undertaken  to  abate  serious  nuisance  caused  by  the  very 
offensive  trade  of  blood  boiling  and  artificial  manure  making.  In  the  end  the  defendant  was  fined 
£5  and  costs. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

11,115  20-87  10-16 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0-35 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

107 


KENILWORTH. 

Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  clean  bill  of  health  as  regards  deaths  from  infectious  disease,  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  being  nil.  Only  38  cases  were  notified  under  the  Act,  of  these  26  were  Scarlet  Fever, 
3  Diphtheria,  4  Typhoid  Fever,  and  5  Erysipelas.  The  infantile  death-rate  has  also  been  below 
the  average. 

In  respect  to  works  carried  out  during  the  past  year  Dr.  Wilson  says  “I  may  allude  to  the 
better  laying  out  of  the  sewage  farm  and  the  consequent  improvement  in  the  effluent.  The  alteration 
in  the  sewage  tanks  has  also  greatly  mitigated  the  nuisance  which  used  to  be  complained  of  at  the 
outfall.”  Scavenging  has,  on  the  whole,  been  well  attended  to,  and  the  sewers  kept  well  flushed. 


Twenty-four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 

out  of  the  26  notified 

were  removed  to 

hospital,  so  that 

isolation  was  admirably  carried  out. 

Population. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

4,195 

28-1  16-9 

0 

93 

4 


LEAMINGTON. 

Dr.  Browne  records  the  lowest  death-rate  ever  known  in  Leamington,  although  Influenza  was 
prevalent  and  caused  a  comparatively  high  rate  of  mortality  in  the  first  quarter.  The  infantile 
death-rate,  although  still  high,  was  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  Dr.  Browne  suggests  the  great 
benefit  to  the  community  at  large  which  would  accrue  by  the  teaching  of  the  elements  of  physiology 
and  the  laws  of  health  in  our  Board  Schools,  “so  that  the  generation  growing  up  might  in  due  time 
know  how  to  properly  feed  and  clothe  infants,  how  to  ventilate  their  dwellings,  and  keep  the  sanitary 
apparatus  of  their  dwellings  cleanly.” 

Only  four  cases  of  Small-pox  were  reported,  and  these  wrere  all  removed  to  hospital.  Dr.  Browne 
says  “We  owe  our  immunity  from  Small-pox  in  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  vaccination  is  so 
thoroughly  carried  out  in  our  borough,  and  perhaps  in  a  minor  degree  to  the  supervision  exercised 
by  our  police  upon  lodging  houses,  which  really  constitute  the  most  prolific  source  whence  the 
disease  may  spread.” 


Eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Warneford  Hospital,  the  infection  having  been  taken 
from  a  child  admitted  into  the  children’s  ward  for  treatment  for  some  other  complaint. 

Referring  to  Scarlet  Fever,  Dr.  Browne  says  “119  cases  came  to  my  notice;  112  were  sent 
to  hospital  and  no  death  occurred.  Scattered  cases  kept  cropping  up  all  through  the  year  from 
every  district.  Schools  no  doubt  spread  much  of  the  disease,  but  as  the  vast  majority  of  cases  were 
of  so  mild  a  type  I  feel  certain  that  some  cases  never  came  to  my  notice  at  all,  for  parents  will 
not  summon  medical  aid  unless  a  patient  is  positively  prostrate,  and  think  that  if  a  person  can  walk 
about  and  eat,  nothing  can  be  wrong ;  a  mere  bit  of  a  rash  or  sore  throat  is  a  trifle  in  the  eyes 

of  most  working  people.  Again,  amongst  the  poorer  class  sick  people  are  sure  to  have  people  to  gossip 

and  exchange  experiences.” 

Dr.  Browne  further  says  “  I  personally  inspected  the  Board  Schools  in  infected  districts  during 
a  period  of  nearly  three  months,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  my  inspections  were  productive  of  good. 

In  one  school  I  certainly  detected  in  one  morning  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  Scarlatina  in  three 

instances  and  Measles  in  a  fourth.  All  children  with  suspicious  throat  symptons  or  showing  congestion 
of  the  eyes  I  directed  to  be  sent  home  for  observation  and  medical  advice  to  be  obtained.” 
Dr.  Browne  expresses  the  opinion  of  the  importance  of  medical  supervision  of  Board  Schools,  daily 
if  need  be,  as  certainly  tending  to  prevent  the  spread  of  zymotic  disease. 

Referring  to  works  of  a  public  nature  Dr.  Browne  reports  that  newr  public  sewers  were  laid 
in  Park  Street  and  Augusta  Place,  re-placing  in  both  instances  brick  culverts.  A  storm  overflow 
from  Regent  Grove  was  also  constructed  which  averts  the  flooding  of  the  cellars  in  the  north-east 
part  of  the  borough.  Full  details  are  given  of  sanitary  work  accomplished  in  the  removal  of 
improper  and  faulty  appliances. 


Dr.  Browne  sums  up  the  situation  for  the  year  as  follows : — “  Taken  from  all  points  of  view 
I  think  the  Borough  may  be  congratulated  on  the  general  sanitary  condition  during  the  past  year; 
no  epidemic,  a  low  death-rate,  a  fair  birth-rate,  and  a  zymotic  death-rate  practically  nil.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

27,220  20-05  13-6 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-3  142 


NUNEATON  AND  CHILVERS  COTON. 

Mr.  Peacock  says  that  in  all  parts  of  this  district  the  death-rate  was  reduced,  but  more 
especially  in  the  Coton  Ward.  A  case  of  Small-pox  occurred  at  Stockingford,  probably  due  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Peacock  to  infection  imported  from  Hinckley.  He  refers  to  the  fact  that  immediate 
isolation  in  hospital  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  caused  24  cases  during  the  year,  the  bulk  of  them  being  in  Attleborough  and 
Coton.  Twelve  of  these  were  associated  with  defective  sanitary  conditions.  Three  cases,  one  being 
fatal,  were  reported  in  the  sergeant’s  house  at  the  police  buildings,  and  on  examination  the  drains 
and  sewer  with  which  they  were  connected  were  found  to  be  in  a  very  bad  state. 

Referring  to  the  water  supply  Mr.  Peacock  says  “  Nuneaton,  some  parts  of  Stockingford,  and 
Chilvers  Coton  have  a  good,  pure  and  abundant  supply  of  water,  but  other  parts  of  Stockingford, 
Chapel  End,  and  Galley  Common  are  but  poorly  supplied.  I  have  drawn  your  attention  to  this 
matter  before,  and  do  trust  steps  will  soon  be  taken  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs.  Near  the 


Tunnel  Colliery  a  large  number  of  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  and  many  others  are 
I  believe  to  be  erected  during  the  current  year.” 

Mr.  Peacock  urges  that  the  sewering  of  Stockingford  should  be  completed.  He  says  “  It  is 
most  important  for  the  health  of  the  district  that  a  proper  sewer  be  laid  down.  Many  nuisances 
exist  in  this  Parish.” 


The  report  concludes  with  a  statement  of  Mr.  Peacock’s  views  on  the  ventilation  of  sewers, 
and  the  treatment  of  sewage,  and  describes  experiments  undertaken  by  him  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  effluent  discharged  from  the  works. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

16,516  39-7  16-22 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

1-89 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

129 


RUGBY. 

Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  low  general  death-rate  and  a  lowered  infant  mortality,  the  Zymotic  death- 
rate  remaining  practically  at  the  same  low  figure  as  last  year. 

He  reports  3  deaths  due  to  Small-pox,  which  were  “associated  with  a  limited  outbreak  of  the 
disease  which  occured  in  November.  The  first  household  affected  was  in  Cambridge  Street,  and,  unfortunately, 
no  medical  attendant  was  called  in  until  several  of  the  family  had  contracted  the  disease,  the  reason 
assigned  being  that  the  illness  was  believed  to  be  ‘Blister-pock.’  When  1  visited,  on  November  7th, 
which  I  did  immediately  on  being  informed  of  the  probable  nature  of  the  disease,  I  found  the  grandmother 
and  one  of  the  children  suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  Small-pox,  and  the  husband  and  wife,  who 
botli  showed  distinct  marks  of  the  disease  though  in  a  mild  form,  were  convalescing.  Besides  the  child 
attacked  there  were  three  other  children  in  the  family,  the  youngest  being  an  infant  under  3  months  of 
age.  The  two  eldest  of  these  showed  very  good  vaccination  marks,  but  neither  the  baby  nor  the  youngest 
child  nor  the  child  who  was  lying  ill  with  the  disease  had  ever  been  vaccinated,  and  I  strongly  urged 
that  the  baby  and  the  other  child  which  had  not  been  vaccinated  should  be  vaccinated  at  once,  and 
the  eldest  two  children  re-vaccinated,  but  the  father,  who  held  strong  anti-vaccination  views,  would  not 
consent.  As  the  old  grandmother  was  too  ill  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital  that  day  the  house  was 
quarantined  and  every  other  precaution  taken,  but  two  days  afterwards  it  was  found  to  be  safe  to 
remove  her,  and  the  whole  of  the  family  with  the  exception  of  the  two  eldest  children,  who  had  been 
well  vaccinated,  were  admitted  into  hospital.  Two  days  after  admission  the  grandmother  died,  and, 
subsequently,  the  infant  and  the  other  child  sickened  with  the  disease.  The  infant  died,  but  the  other 
two  children  recovered,  and  the  two  eldest,  both  of  whom  were  well  protected  by  vaccination,  escaped 
altogether.  The  woman  who  had  assisted  in  the  sick  household  declined  to  be  re-vaccinated,  and  she 
also  contracted  the  disease,  though  in  a  modified  form,  and  had  to  be  removed.  Shortly  afterwards  two 
persons  from  the  next  door  house  (the  father  and  eldest  daughter)  were  notified  as  suffering  from  the 
disease,  and  these  also  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  daughter,  who  showed  good  vaccination  marks, 
had  the  disease  in  the  mildest  possible  form,  and  the  other  children  in  the  house,  who  had  all  been 
well  vaccinated,  escaped,  as  well  as  the  mother  who  had  been  successfully  re-vaccinated  on  the  occasion 
of  a  previous  outbreak.  The  father,  however,  who  it  was  said,  had  been  unsuccessfully  vaccinated 
in  childhood,  and  showed  no  marks,  suffered  from  the  disease  in  its  severest  form  and  died.  All  these 
cases  became  infected  before  the  existence  of  the  disease  became  known  and  the  first  cases  were  removed.” 

There  was  also  another  outbreak  in  November,  in  Little  Church  Street,  in  which,  apparently,  there 
was  no  connection  with  the  previous  cases  from  Cambridge  Street. 

Dr.  Wilson  further  says :  “  I  have  also  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  Medical  Attendants 

for  promptly  notifying  the  cases,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  on  the  new  District 
Council  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act.  Although  all  the  cases 
of  Small-pox  were  notified  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  disease  became  known,  a  case  of  Diphtheria, 
which  occurred  in  Craven  Street,  and  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  Clifton  Road  did  not  become  known 
until  after  they  had  proved  fatal,  and  I  had  received  the  usual  wreekly  returns  from  the  Registrar.  If, 
however,  the  Council  do  not  see  fit  to  adopt  the  Act,  then  I  would  recommend  that  the  Medical  Men 
in  the  town  be  invited  to  notify  the  several  diseases  mentioned  in  the  Act,  with  the  exception  of 
Erysipelas,  on  payment  of  the  stated  fee  of  half-a-crown. 

Referring  to  improvements  carried  out  last  year,  Dr.  Wilson  says:  “The  sewer  in  Union  Street 
has  been  extended,  and  several  houses,  formerly  without  proper  drainage,  have  been  connected  with  it. 
Additional  manholes  and  ventilators  have  been  inserted  in  the  main  sewers  at  several  points,  and  the 
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sewers  have  been  periodically  and  systematically  flushed.  Water  mains  have  been  extended  along  Chester 
Street,  York  Street,  George  Street,  Vicarage  Road  and  Corbett  Street,  and  additional  fire  hydrants 
have  been  fixed.” 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

12,330  25-6  10-7 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-89  107 


Dr.  Thomson  reports  a  very  satisfactory  condition  of  affairs  in  this  Borough,  and  speaking  of  the 
death-rate  says  that  “the  figure  16T  per  1,000  represents  very  nearly  the  average  death-rate  in  the 
Urban  districts  of  Warwickshire,  and  also  is,  I  think,  a  fraction  under  the  average  death-rate  of  Stratford.” 

He  reports  that  the  Borough  was  free  from  Small-pox  during  the  year,  though  care  wras  taken  to 
maintain  Belle  Vue  Hospital  in  a  state  ready  to  receive  any  case  which  might  occur. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  in  the  Borough  throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  the  early 
autumn.  The  number  of  cases  reported  was  132  existing  in  110  families,  and  of  this  number  no  less 
than  128  were  treated  in  hospital.  Referring  to  this  outbreak  Dr.  Thomson  says:  “In  my  opinion  the 
cause  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  was  that,  owing  to  the  generally  mild  character  of  the  complaint, 
cases  occured  which  never  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  Medical  Men,  and  which,  after  a  few  days 
indisposition,  continued  to  go  at  large  and  to  attend  school.  In  two  instances  cases  were  discovered  in 
the  desquamation  stage  which  had  not  been  notified,  and  in  both  instances  those  in  charge  of  the 
patient  were  prosecuted,  and  successfully  so.” 

Only  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  A  case  of  Typhus  Fever,  which  rapidly 
proved  fatal,  was  notified  in  June.  There  was  no  history  of  infection,  but  the  surroundings  of  the 
patient  appear  to  have  been  bad. 

In  order  to  check  the  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  epidemic  above  noted,  the  public  elementary 
.schools,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Shottery,  were  closed,  and  also  the  distribution  of  books  from 
the  Parish  Library  was  suspended.  Dr.  Thomson  refers  to  the  possible  danger  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  disease  by  means  of  lending  libraries  during  epidemic  periods. 


Dr.  Thomson  reports  that  he  made  a  general  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  Borough 
in  1894,  “and  found  that  the  cattle  were  housed  in  a  generally  primitive  manner,  but  not  so  as  to  be 
calculated  to  be  injurious  to  their  health.  The  dairies  seen  by  me  were  generally  speaking  unsatisfactory, 
and  not  so  as  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  of  1885, 
in  respect  of  cleanliness  of  milk  vessels  and  protection  of  milk  from  contamination.  I  suggested 
that  your  Authority  should  insist  on  proper  dairies  being  provided,  not  to  be  used  for  other  purposes, 
and  to  be  kept  clean.  The  existing  conditions  objected  to  were  the  storage  of  milk  in  living  rooms 
or  near  to  middens,  and  the  want  of  cleanliness  in  some  cases.  I  also  mentioned  as  an  objection  the 
presence  of  gas  meters  in  any  place  used  for  storing  milk.” 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  proceedings  were  taken  successfully  to  close 
a  court  in  Sheep  Street. 

Dr.  Thomson  also  calls  attention  to  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  says :  “  It  might 

be  an  advantage  if  an  independent  official  in  the  employment  of  the  County  Council  had  the  duty  of 
the  purchase  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  for  analysis,  one  reason  being  that  a  local  sanitary  inspector 
is  always  well  known  and  his  object  in  purchase  is  evident,  and  another  reason  being  that  it  is  most 
essential  that  no  friction  should  arise  between  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  those  from  whom  he  depends 
for  information  necessary  to  carry  out  his  sanitary  work  properly.” 

Dr.  Thomson  also  says  that  “  The  efficiency  with  which  Vaccination  is  carried  out  in  the 
Borough  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  table  drawn  up  by  the  Vaccination  officer.”  This  table, 
however,  is  not  this  year  included  in  the  report. 


Population. 

8,406 


Vital  Statistics. 


Birth-rate. 

2U6 


Death-rate. 

16-1 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0.7 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

153 


SUTTON  COLDFIELD. 


Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill  reports,  with  the  exception  of  1888  and  1889,  the  lowest  death-rate 
recorded.  He  shows  also  that  the  Zymotic  rate  is  very  low,  and  that  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is 
most  satisfactory,  having  fallen  from  131  in  1893,  to  90  per  1,000  births  registered,  in  1894. 

He  reports  that  Small-pox  twice  gained  a  footing  in  the  Borough.  In  March  a  woman,  lodging  in 
Chester  Road,  brought  the  disease  from  Saltley.  She  was  immediately  removed  to  hospital,  and  no 
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further  case  ocoured.  At  the  latter  end  of  December  another  case  occurred  at  Walmlcy.  On  enquiry, 
it  was  found  that  she  had  been  visiting  some  relations,  who  lived  in  Birmingham,  a  fortnight  before. 
The  most  interesting  and  instructive  case  was  one  which  occurred,  at  the  same  time,  in  Trinity  Ward. 
Dr.  Bostock  Hill  says :  “  I  visited  this,  and  although  the  rash  was  very  much  modified,  I  had  little 
difficulty  in  forming  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  of  genuine  Small-pox.  The  patient  was  not 
removed  to  hospital,  but  effective  isolation  was  carried  out  at  the  house,  nobody  but  a  nurse  remaining. 
As  there  was  no  connection  with  the  other  case  at  Walmley,  and  as  the  patient  had  not  been  away 
from  the  town,  nor  had  had  visitors,  nor  any  letters,  I  was  puzzled  at  first  to  discover  the  origin 
of  the  disease.  I  found,  however,  that  the  patient  had  been  in  the  habit  of  attending,  almost  daily, 
at  the  house  of  a  gentleman,  who  had  been  unwell,  and  had  had  a  few  pimples  on  his  face  and 
hands,  and  after  consultation  on  the  matter  with  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the  latter,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  had  been  a  very  mild  case  of  Small-pox  which  had  escaped  diagnosis.” 


Dr.  Bostock  Hill  further  says  concerning  this  outbreak :  “  It  is  instructive  as  showing  how 

Small-pox  may  be  spread  to  the  susceptible  by  very  mild  and  modified  cases  occurring  in  persons  who 

have  been  in  childhood  efficiently  vaccinated.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  efficient  re-vaccination  had 

been  performed  when  puberty  was  past,  none  of  these  cases  would  have  occurred  at  all.” 


Dr.  Bostock  Hill  reports  that  the  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  etc.,  had  been  carefully 
inspected ;  that  the  water  company’s  mains  had  been  extended  along  Whitehouse  Common,  so  that 
a  pure  supply  of  water  can  now  be  had  in  this  part  of  the  Borough,  and  a  long-felt  want  has  been 
thus  supplied. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

10,000  20-0  11-5 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-6  90 


WARWICK. 


Dr.  Wilson  reports  the  very  low  annual  death  rate  of  13 -8  per  1,000  in  this  Borough.  He 
says,  “  This  is  by  far  the  lowest  annual  death-rate  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  record  during 
the  21  years  of  my  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough.  The  infant  mortality, 
too,  is  also  the  lowest  of  any  previous  recorded  rate.  With  the  exception  of  one  death  from  Diphtheria 
and  seven  from  Whooping  Cough  there  were  no  other  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  any  of  the  principal 
Zymotic  diseases,  nor  were  any  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Diarrhoea.” 

Four  cases  of  Small-pox  were  notified,  one  of  which  occurred  in  a  canal  boat  moored  at  one 
of  the  Emscote  wharves.  The  patient  was  removed  to  hospital.  The  other  three  cases  occurred  in 
a  house  in  Commercial  Buildings,  Saltisford,  and  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “I  found  on  enquiry  that  there 
had  been  other  cases  in  three  adjoining  houses  which  were  believed  to  have  been  Chicken  Pox  of  a 
very  mild  type.  It  was  also  ascertained  that  the  disease  had  in  all  probability  been  introduced  by  a 
lodger  who  came  from  West  Bromwich  to  work  at  the  extension  works  at  the  County  Asylum  several 
weeks  previously,  and  who  was  said  to  have  had  spots  on  his  face  at  the  time.  So  soon  as  the 
nature  of  the  disease  became  known,  the  only  patient  then  suffering  was  at  once  removed  to  hospital, 
and  two  other  patients  from  the  same  household  who  had  contracted  the  infection,  but  who  had  not  then 
fallen  ill,  were  subsequently  removed  to  hospital.  The  bedding  in  this  instance  was  also  destroyed, 
and  such  other  precautions  taken  as  resulted  in  stamping  out  the  disease,  but  before  the  nature  of  the 
disease  was  suspected,  and  the  first  case  notified,  it  had  been  hovering  about  for  several  weeks  in  a 
very  mild  form,  and  had  it  not  been  that  the  community  is  well  protected  by  vaccination  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  outbreak  would  have  assumed  more  serious  dimensions.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

11,950  27-4  13-8 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0-67 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

94 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

ALCESTER. 

Mr.  Jephcott  records  lower  birth  and  death  rates  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  the  lowest  he  has  reported  since  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Only  five 
deaths  in  this  class  were  registered ;  two  from  Whooping  Cough,  two  from  Measles,  and  one  from 
Small-pox,  this  latter  case  being  removed  from  the  Worcestershire  part  of  the  district. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  22  of  them  occurring  in  the  Studley  district. 
Mr.  Jephcott  says,  “So  long  as  the  neighbouring  sanitary  district  of  Redditch,  Worcestershire  (which 
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is  so,  from  business  requirements,  connected  with  Studlcy),  and  the  adjacent  population  remains 
unprovided  with  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  of  these  infectious  cases,  I  fear  this  will  continue 
to  be  the  case.  It  is  impossible  at  the  average  working  man’s  home  to  isolate  disease  so  infectious  as 
Scarlatina,  and  while  these  cases  continue  to  be  treated  (not  isolated)  at  home,  other  families,  some 
of  whose  members  are  brought  in  contact  in  the  same  workshops  and  factories  with  those  from  infected 
homes,  arc  bound  either  themselves  or  those  with  whom  they  reside  and  are  intimately  associated,  sooner 
or  later  to  suffer  from  these  and  similar  diseases.” 

Not  a  single  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  known  in  the  district  during  the  year,  and  only  five 
sporadic  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported. 

Speaking  of  disinfection  as  carried  on  at  the  Sanatorium,  Mr.  Jepiicott  says,  “This  question  is 
one  which  demands  at  once  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Hospital  shortly  to 
be  elected  by  the  Alcester  and  Feckenliam  District  Councils  for  the  future  management  of  the  Sanatorium. 
The  system  at  present  in  practice  cannot  but  be  considered  perfectly  unreliable,  out  of  date,  and  unsafe, 
while  hitherto  the  question  of  expense  has  always  prevented  the  adoption  of  a  more  perfect  (if  costly) 
plan  by  the  Authority.” 

Mr.  J ephcott  records  the  opening  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Alcester  in  August 
last,  and  speaks  favourably  of  their  operation  to  date.  Speaking  of  other  forms  of  excrement  disposal, 
Mr.  J ephcott  says,  “What  1  have  written  respecting  Wilmcote  village  in  previous  reports  I  can  simply 
reiterate.  In-  Green  Lane,  Studley,  a  new  drain  in  the  place  of  the  existing  foul  ditch  is  urgently 
needed,  as  it  not  only  is  a  nuisance,  but  also  threatens  the  water  supply  of  the  neighbouring  houses. 
I  regret  that  almost  similar  conditions  (previously  reported  on)  existing  in  Coughton  Lane,  Village 
End,  and  also  those  at  Haselor,  have  not  as  yet  been  altered  and  improved  as  required  although  of  so 
long  standing.” 

Speaking  of  Vaccination,  Mr.  Jepiicott  says,  “I  regret  to  notice  that  the  question  of  public 

compulsory  vaccination  is  being  brought  before  the  Vaccination  Authority  here  in  a  form  which  may 

tend  to  cripple  and  retard  the  future  administration  of  the  Acts,  and  I  fear,  in  my  opinion,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  sooner  or  later,  jeopardize  and  seriously  endanger  the  public  health  in  the  event  in  the 
future  of  Smallpox  being  introduced  into  this  neighbourhood,  should  the  protection  afforded  by  general 
vaccination  be  withdrawn.  Putting  aside  this  question  of  public  health  and  mortality  the  financial 
aspect  of  the  case  is  apt  to  be  overlooked,  and  the  immense  (often  irreparable)  injury  done  to  the 
trade  of  a  small  township  by  an  epidemic  of  Smallpox  therein  quite  forgotten  unless  actually  experienced ; 
and  I  think  many  in  Alcester  would  be  prepared  to  endorse  this  opinion  as  to  the  disastrous  effect 

here  of  the  outbreak  in  1874  and  1875,  from  which  I  venture  to  say  the  trade  of  the  little  town  has 

never  recovered.” 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

11,500  25-3  12-87 

ATHERSTONE. 

Although  the  death-rate  is  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  Mr.  Mears  says,  “  Only  70  cases 
of  Zymotic  disease  were  reported  to  him,  showing  a  great  falling  off  from  the  year  1893,  when  there 
were  over  200.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  rather  above  the  average,  though  the  mortality  was  largely 
caused  by  Measles,  which  is  not  included  in  those  compulsorily  notified  at  Atherstone.” 

Mr.  Mears  records  a  case  of  Smallpox  reported  from  Baddesley.  He  says,  “As  soon  as  possible 

the  case  was  removed  to  the  infectious  hospital  at  Mancetter.  On  July  25th  a  case  occurred  in  the 

King’s  Arms  yard,  Atherstone,  which  was  promptly  removed.  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  note  that 
no  further  spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  I  am  very  glad  that  in  accordance  with  my  recommendation 
the  infectious  hospital  has  been  very  much  improved,  and  that  a  nurse  is  retained  there  to  be  ready  to 
receive  infectious  cases  at  any  time.” 

Mr.  Mears  reports  that  the  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  so  prevalent  in  1893  continued  for 
some  time  last  year,  25  cases  being  reported  with  only  one  death.  He  also  reports  that  the  water 
supply  of  Atherstone  was  deficient  during  the  whole  year. 

Referring  to  scavenging  at  Atherstone,  he  says,  “  I  must  once  more  call  the  attention  of  the 
Authority  to  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  ashpits  and  middens  are  emptied  in  tho  town.  The 
present  system  is  defective,  and  1  am  convinced,  as  I  have  frequently  urged,  that  the  whole  duty  of 
scavenging  ought  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
poverty  and  distress  in  the  town,  and  I  am  sure  in  many  cases  the  poor  people  are  not  able  to  pay 

towards  cleaning  out  the  ashpits.  Under  the  present  arrangements  the  ashpits  are  always  very  full 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0-43 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

106 


9 


before  they  are  attended  to,  and  in  one  case  1  know  of  nearly  a  waggon  load  of  refuse  was  heaped 
up  near  the  ashpit.  The  contractor,  if  he  were  employed  by  the  Authority,  would  be  able  to  clear  out 
all  the  ashpits  in  each  yard,  instead  of  as  at  present  having  to  go  to  different  parts  of  the  town  to  fill 
his  waggon.  I  may  also  point  out  that  the  present  system  was  emphatically  condemned  by  Dr.  Wheaton, 
in  his  report  last  year.” 


Speaking  of  Baddesley,  Bentley,  Baxterley  and  Merevale,  Mr.  Hears  says,  “I  have  frequently 
called  the  attention  of  the  Authority  to  the  deficient  water  supply  of  these  parishes,  especially  of 
Baddesley.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  your  engineer,  Mr.  Chipperfield,  an  exploratory  well  and 
bore-hole  made  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  a  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  held  by 
Mr.  Rienzi  Walton.  The  difficulty  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  seems  to  be  a  financial  one,  but 
I  trust  some  solution  of  the  problem  will  shortly  be  found  as  there  is  no  doubt  a  water  supply  is  urgently 
required.” 

Vital  Statistics. 


Population.  Birth-rate.  Deatli-rate. 

14,490  34-6  17-06 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0-25  126 


BANBURY. 


Mr.  Franey  reports  that  he  has  had  fewer  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  than  in  1893, 
indeed  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  at  Radway  has  been  notified  in  the  Warwickshire  portion  of  this 
district,  while  with  the  exception  of  one  death  from  Diarrhoea,  no  mortality  from  infectious  disease  has 
been  registered. 

Mr.  Franey  says,  “After  a  lapse  of  several  years  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  that  part 
of  the  village  of  Warmington  which  so  greatly  needed  it  has  been  carried  out.  Rad  way,  I  regret  to 
say,  remains  in  the  same  unsatisfactory  state  as  regards  its  water  supply,  but  I  hope  during  the  present 
year  some  arrangement  can  be  come  to  whereby  the  villagers  may  derive  advantage  from  the  abundant 
supply  which  is  so  close  at  hand.”  He  also  reports  that  each  village  has  been  inspected,  and  they  appear 
to  maintain  a  fairly  good  sanitary  condition. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population. 

1,697 


Birtli-rate. 

18-26 


Death-rate. 

13-55 


Zymotic  Death-rate. 

0 


Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

161 


BRAILES. 


This  district,  until  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  was  that  part  of  the  Shipston- 
on-Stour  district  in  the  County  of  Warwick.  Mr.  Hitciiins  reports  the  low  death-rate  of  13 '5,  while  there 
was  no  mortality  at  all  from  Zymotic  disease.  The  only  cases  of  Zymotic  disease  notified  were  12  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  7  of  Erysipelas. 

Mr.  Hitchins  refers  to  “  the  advantage  of  having  adopted  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act, 
as  it  informs  me  at  once  of  the  occurrence  of  the  first  cases,  and  enables  me  to  take  steps  in  order  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  disease  from  spreading.  In  most  of  these  outbreaks  we  have  succeeded  by  warning  the  people 
of  the  dangers,  supplying  disinfectants  free  of  charge  where  required,  and  by  disinfection  and  fumigation  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  rooms,  etc.,  used,  after  the  recovery  of  a  patient,  to  keep  the  disease  confined  to 
the  houses  where  it  first  appeared.” 

Mr.  Hitchins  refers  to  the  water  supply  of  Oxhill  and  Whatcote,  and  says  that  the  matter  will  come 
up  for  consideration  before  the  Brailes  District  Council. 

Referring  to  the  absence  of  bye-laws,  Mr.  HiTcniNS  says :  “  I  should  also  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Councils  to  the  want  of  bye-laws,  especially  for  the  more  closely  populated  towns  and  villages  in  the 
districts ;  without  these,  several  nuisances,  such  as  the  removal  of  night  soil,  etc.,  cannot  be  effectively 
dealt  with.” 


■Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birtli-rate.  Deatli-rate. 

5  777  27-3  13-5 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0  113 


CASTLE  BROMWICH. 

This  was  formally  the  rural  portion  of  the  old  Aston  Rural  district.  Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill  reports 
very  satisfactory  rates  throughout,  and  explains  that  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  occurred  during 
the  year. 


10 


lie  refers  to  the  water  supply  of  Water  Orton,  and  shows  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  on  analysis  the 
general  supply  was  found  to  be  bad,  arrangements  were  concluded  with  the  Water  Department  of  the  City  of 
Birmingham  to  extend  their  mains  so  that  they  might  generally  be  available  for  this  village.  He  reports  also 
that  the  sewerage  of  Water  Orton  requires  attention,  and  that  Mr.  Willcox,  C.E.,  was  instructed  to  prepare 
plans  for  the  proper  draining  of  this  village. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

2,332  27-87  13-29 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

1-71  92 


CHIPPING  NORTON. 


Mr.  Dyson  Wood  reports  continued  healthiness  in  this  district,  only  a  small  portion  of  which  is  in  the 
county  of  Warwick.  The  only  cases  of  an  infectious  nature  occurring  were  4  of  Scarlet  Fever.  He  reports, 
w-ith  much  satisfaction,  that  the  Notification  Act  w-as  adopted  during  the  year.  He  speaks  generally  of  the  . 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Warwickshire  .villages  as  being  satisfactory. 


Population. 

1,217 


Vital  Statistics. 
Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

26-29  13-14 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0  93 


COVENTRY. 


Mr.  Iliffe  reports  a  very  low  death-rate  in  this  little  district,  and  an  absence  of  all  infectious 

disease. 

He  calls  attention,  as  in  previous  reports,  to  the  absence  of  a  water  supply  to  Whitley  owing  to  the 
boring  operations  carried  on  by  the  City  of  Coventry,  and  also  to  “  the  large  accumulation  caused  by  an 
extensive  deposit  of  ashpit  and  some  midden  refuse,  in  addition  to  animal  and  vegetable  matter  which  in 
course  of  decomposition  produces  a  nuisance  which  I  am  bound,  in  duty  to  those  living  in  the  district,  to  bring 
before  your  notice.  It  is  in  itself  offensive  and  dangerous  to  health  from  the  fact  of  cattle  and  milch  cows 
feeding  upon  the  common  land,  and  at  times  upon  such  refuse.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  danger  to  public 
health,  in  addition  to  which  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  offensive  smell  is  objectionable  to  persons  using  the 
common  for  recreation,  and  to  those,  by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  road,  who  are  necessitated  to  travel  on 
the  highway.  The  inhabitants  are  unanimous  in  their  complaint  as  to  its  present  condition.  I  am,  however, 
desirous  of  stating  that  the  Corporation  of  the  City  have,  since  my  last  report,  employed  labour  to  burn  paper 
refuse,  also  a  considerable  area  of  so  large  an  accumulation  has  been  covered  with  soil.  At  the  same  time, 
nothing  short  of  an  abatement  of  such  nuisance  by  means  of  a  destructor  and  an  isolated  area  set  apart  for 
such  purposes  should  satisfy  your  Authority.” 


Population. 

300 


Vital  Statistics. 
Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

0  3-33 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0  0 


FOLESHILL. 


Mr.  Orton  reports  a  Zymotic  death-rate  much  below  the  average  of  former  years,  though  the  number 
of  cases  of  Scarlatina  has  been  somevrhat  in  excess ;  the  disease  wTas  continuous  and  most  prominent  in 
the  parish  of  Foleshill,  no  less  than  154  cases  occurring  there.  Mr.  Orton  says  that  “it  was  introduced  into 
the  Foleshill  district  by  some  boat  people  who  had  a  residence  here,  and  wras  temporarily  suppressed.  The 
greater  part  of  the  outbreak  was  in  the  south  end  of  Foleshill,  and  contiguous  with  Coventry.  Owing 
to  there  being  no  public  means  of  isolation  it  became  impossible  to  efficiently  check  the  outbreak,  which 
continued  more  or  less  till  the  end  of  the  year.”  In  November  the  disease  occurred  in  a  more  malignant 
form,  and  2  deaths  vrere  registered  in  one  house.  Mr.  Orton  says :  “On  these  premises  I  found  a  filthy  and 
congested  drain  passing  within  three  feet  of  the  dw-elling,  and  which  had  saturated  the  walls  and  floor  of  the 
house ;  the  defect  was  at  once  thoroughly  remedied.” 

Fourteen  cases  of  Fever  were  notified,  but  not  one  proved  fatal,  while  not  a  single  case  of 
Diphtheria  was  notified. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 


20,295  33-6 


0-5 


18-3 


54 
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HINCKLEY  AND  LUTTERWORTH. 

Only  small  portions  of  these  two  districts  are  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and  but  little  infectious 
disease  appears  to  have  occurred ;  7  cases  were  notified  in  Hinckley  and  5  in  Lutterworth.  No  separate 


report  is  made  specially  referring  to  the 

Warwickshire  portions. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

per  1,000  Births. 

Hinckley 

934 

1713  14-98 

0 

187 

Lutterworth 

1,729 

24-29  12-14 

1-7 

47 

NUNEATON. 

Mr.  A.  N.  Cookson  says :  “  I  am  again  able  to  record  a  very  low  death-rate,  viz.,  9-6  per  1,000, 
and  the  entire  absence  of  any  death  from  Zymotic  disease.  No  case  of  Zymotic  disease  has  been  brought  to 
my  notice  during  the  year,  though  this  may  be  partly  due  to  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  not 
being  adopted.” 

“  The  principal  event  of  the  year  was  the  application  from  the  Atherstone  Rural  Authority  to  your 
Clerk  calling  attention  to  the  state  of  the  river  Anker  as  it  flows  from  Caldicote  into  their  district,  in 
consequence  of  which  we  made  a  survey  of  the  whole  course  of  the  river  through  the  district,  which  we 
found  in  a  highly  polluted  state,  the  source  of  pollution,  however,  not  arising  within  the  district,  but 
emanating  from  sources  higher  up  the  river.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

757  23-2  9-6 


Infant  Mortality 
Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

0  58 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

Dr.  Thomson  records  a  very  widely  spread  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  generally  mild  type;  the 
number  of  cases  was  110,  the  number  of  families  attacked  60.  No  less  than  40  of  these  cases  occurred 
in  the  month  of  April  in  the  parishes  of  Tiddington  and  Alveston.  He  records  a  generous  offer  made 
by  P.  Vernon  Wadley,  Esq.,  Evesham,  of  an  unoccupied  farm  house  to  be  used  as  a  temporary  hospital 
to  deal  with  the  outbreak,  which  was  accepted. 

Sixteen  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  reported,  of  which  14  were  at  Henley-in- Arden.  Dr.  Thomson 
says,  referring  to  this :  “  Since  the  population  of  Henley-in- Arden  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  thousand 
persons,  the  fact  that  14  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  the  town  means  that  a  severe  epidemic  has 
occurred,  and  that  the  seeds  of  the  disease  have  been  widely  sown  in  the  middens  and  defective  drains 
of  the  place,  for  it  is  futile  to  hope  that  the  dejecta  have  been  dealt  with  so  as  to  be  out  of  harm’s  way 
to  any  extent,  since  as  a  rule  the  cases  do  not  come  under  medical  supervision  at  their  onset.” 

In  the  course  of  1895,  a  water  supply  and  a  sewage  scheme  are  to  be  carried  out,  and  later  on  in  the 
report  Dr.  Thomson  says  :  “  At  Henley-in-Arden  the  search  for  a  source  from  which  to  obtain  an  adequate 
and  pure  water  supply  for  the  town  has  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  what  is  known  as  the  Ford  Hall  springs, 
and  this  promises  to  be  a  most  satisfactory  scheme.  During  the  past  year  my  suggestion  to  offer  water  to 
the  townspeople  by  means  of  a  water  cart  has  been  carried  out  daily,  but  notwithstanding  the  known 
impurity  of  the  well  water  on  the  east  side  of  Henley  generally,  the  demand  has  never  exceeded  more  than  a 
few  hundred  gallons  per  diem.” 

Referring  to  the  villages  of  Tiddington  and  Alveston,  Dr.  Thomson-  says :  “  The  introduction  of  a 
public  water  supply  would  be  of  great  service,  as  owing  to  the  porous  nature  of  the  soil  very  few  of  the 
shallow  wells  which  afford  most  of  the  water  in  use  are  not  contaminated  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  introduction  of  a  public  water  supply  would  also  be  conducive  to  the 
health  of  the  parishes  by  increasing  the  amount  of  waste  water  wrhich  passes  through  the  drains,  thereby 
diluting  the  sewage,  and  rendering  it  more  harmless,  and  also  by  helping  to  flush  the  drains  clean.” 

Referring  to  Scavenging,  Dr.  Thomson  says :  “  When  a  proper  plan  of  sewage  disposal  at  Henley-in- 
Arden  is  carried  out,  it  would  be  a  vast  improvement  if  at  the  same  time  the  deep  middens  so  common  there 
were  done  away  with,  and  Duckett’s  closets  or  some  other  form  of  water  closet  generally  introduced.  Failing 
that,  a  regular  periodic  cleansing  of  such  receptacles  might  be  enforced  in  that  parish  and  generally 
throughout  the  district  with  great  advantage  to  the  public  health.” 

Dr.  Thomson  also  calls  attention  to  the  lack  of  a  code  of  bye-laws,  which  he  says  is  a  great  drawback  to 
the  advance  of  sanitation  in  the  district.  He  reports  as  regards  Vaccination  “  that  one  parish — Kineton — 
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otherwise  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  parishes  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  is,  however,  not  up  to 
the  standard  which  obtains  for  the  district  generally.” 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

per  1,000  Births. 

11,252 

25T  15-2 

1-6 

70 

TAMWORTH. 

Dr.  Faussett  reports  very  favourably  on  the  health  of  this  District  throughout  the  year,  the 
Zymotic  death-rate  particularly  being  very  much  lower.  A  few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred,  and  Dr. 
Faussett  says,  “  It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  that  by  the  early  removal  of  these  cases  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  further  outbreaks  were  prevented.”  He  calls  attention  to  the  deficiency  of  a  good  water 
supply  at  Bodymoor  Heath  and  Whitacre.  He  also  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  steam  disinfector, 
and  a  suitable  conveyance  for  taking  infected  articles  from  and  to  the  infected  area,  subsequent  to 
disinfection. 

Referring  to  the  pollution  of  rivers,  Dr.  Fausset  says,  that  “a  scheme  is  now  under  consideration 
which  will  deal  with  a  majority  of  these  sources  of  pollution.  It  is  the  duty  of  your  Authority  to 
prevent  all  pollutions,  as  far  as  possible,  arrising  in  your  District,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  shut  one’s  eyes 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  sewage  pollution  which  is  brought  by  the  river  into  your  District,  mainly 
from  Birmingham.” 

Speaking  of  the  prevention  of  floods,  Dr.  Fausset  says,  “  Your  Council  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  good  results  that  have  been  effected  by  their  efforts  to  do  away  with  the  floods  that  have  in 
the  past  been  so  prejudicial  to  this  District.  The  effect  on  the  floods  by  the  removal  of  the  Castle  Mill 
weir  has  thoroughly  justified  the  course  taken  by  the  Joint  Authorities.  It  is  clear  that  with  the  rain 
fall  we  have  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  if  this  weir  had  not  been  removed  there  would  have  been 
a  considerable  flood  in  Bolebridge  Street,  and  higher  up  the  river  in  the  Parishes  of  Amington  and 
Shuttington,  but  instead  Bolebridge  Street  has  been  perfectly  dry,  and  the  parts  of  Amington  and 
Shuttington  usually  flooded  have  very  nearly  escaped  altogether.” 

“  This  year  the  Fazeley  Road  weir  has  been  lowered  some  eleven  inches,  thus  enabling  the 
water  to  get  away  more  quickly,  and  reducing  the  floods  in  that  neighbourhood,  but  the  weir  is  still  an 
obstruction,  more  so,  of  course,  in  the  time  of  flood.”  He  calls  attention  to  the  desirability  of  removing 
other  obstructions  at  Fazeley,  and  the  Alders  weir,  and  says,  “  When  this  weir  is  removed  the  Comber- 
ford  weir  should  follow,  and  we  should  then  see  the  river  scouring  its  own  course,  and  an  attempt 
could  be  made  to  clear  away  the  immense  accumulation  of  sewage  mud  which  blocks  up  the  river 
between  Alders  and  Comberford,  and  at  various  other  parts  of  its  course  from  Kingsbury  downwards 
through  this  District.” 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Fausset  says,  “generally  speaking,  the  health  of  the  whole  District,  judged 
by  the  low  death-rate,  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory.” 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infant  Mortality 

Population.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  per  1,000  Births. 

10,477  32-9  12-0  0-5  116 


RURAL  DISTRICTS  IN  MID-WARWICKSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICT,  INCLUDING 
MERIDEN,  RUGBY,  SOLIHULL,  SOUTHAM,  AND  WARWICK. 

Meriden. — Dr.  Wilson  says,  speaking  of  this  District,  “That  the  rates  for  the  past  year  are 
specially  gratifying,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  prevalence  of  Measles  in  several  Parishes,  attest  to 
the  continued  healthiness  of  the  District.  Two  cases  of  Small-pox,  17  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  4  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified.  The  two  cases  of  Small-pox  occurred  in  Hampton-in-Arden,  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  the  first  patient  having  contracted  the  disease  in  Birmingham.  His  mother,  who 
nursed  the  patient,  caught  the  infection  from  him.  The  house  and  family  were  strictly  quarantined  and 
re-vaccinations  and  other  precautionary  measures  were  carried  out,  with  the  result  that  there  was  no 
further  spread.”  No  case  of  Typhoid  or  other  kind  of  Fever  was  notified  in  any  part  of  the  District 
during  the  year. 

As  regards  work  of  a  public  nature  which  has  been  done,  the  well  in  the  centre  of  the  village  at 
Allesley  has  been  emptied  and  cleansed.  A  length  of  new  sewer  has  been  laid  through  the  Rectory 
grounds  at  Berkswell.  A  portion  of  the  sewer  in  Cole  End,  Coleshill,  was  found  to  be  completely 
blocked,  and  laid  with  old-fashioned  butt  pipes.  Proper  sanitary  pipes  were  put  in  and  the  whole  made 
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good.  The  sewer  in  Mill  Lane,  Fillongley,  was  repaired,  trapped,  and  made  good.  The  brook  course 
which  passes  through  the  village  of  Meriden  was  cleaned  out  and  the  deposit  carted  away  by  the 
farmers  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Rugby. — Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  the  general  death-rate  for  last  year  is  considerably  below  the 
average  of  the  previous  three  years,  and  although  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  disease  and  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality  are  both  above  the  average,  this  is  entirely  due  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough.  In  other  respects  the  general  health  of  the  District  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

Six  cases  of  Small-pox  occurred  at  Brinklow  in  the  month  of  June.  All  the  patients  recovered 
and  the  outbreak  was  confined  to  two  houses  only,  and  by  instituting  strict  quarantine  and  other  pre¬ 
cautionary  measures  the  disease  was  speedily  stamped  out. 

Measles  caused  10  deaths,  and  on  account  of  its  prevalence  in  the  second  quarter  certificates 
were  given  to  close  the  elementary  schools  at  Newbold-on-Avon,  Harborough  Magna,  Brandon,  Long 

Lawford  and  Brinklow. 

With  regard  to  works  of  a  public  nature  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  Surveyor  reports  that 
the  sewerage  of  Dunchurch  has  been  completed,  and  the  drainage  of  Bourton  Village  commenced  before 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  sewer  in  Victoria  Street,  New  Bilton,  was  taken  up  and  re-laid  owing  to  its 
defective  condition. 

Solihull. — Dr.  Wilson  reports  that  with  the  exception  of  5  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  there 
were  no  deaths  recorded  from  any  of  the  other  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  year,  while  but  few  cases 
were  notified.  Owing  to  Scarlatina  threatening  to  become  epidemic  at  Lapworth  a  certificate  was  given 
to  close  the  school. 

As  regards  works  of  a  public  nature  the  Surveyor  reports  that  the  sewerage  system  generally  has 
received  careful  attention,  and  owing  to  complaints  of  nuisances  arising  from  the  sewers  in  Olton, 
ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected.  He  says  that  the  Olton  sewage  farm  now  requires  to  be  broken 
up,  levelled,  and  properly  laid  out  in  filtering  beds  in  consequence  of  the  greatly  increasing  quantity  of 

sewage  arriving. 

Southam. — Dr.  Wilson  reports  a  higher  death-rate  from  Zymotic  disease,  but  explains  that  this 
was  entirely  due  to  the  exceptional  mortality  from  Whooping  Cough,  of  which  no  less  than  14  deaths 
were  registered,  the  disease  being  specially  prevalent  in  Chesterton,  Long  Itchington,  Southam,  Bishops 
Itchington,  and  Lighthorne.  Owing  to  a  number  of  cases  of  Scarlatina  occurring  at  Nap  ton  and 
Stockton,  in  both  these  Parishes  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  schools. 

Referring  to  works  of  a  public  nature  carried  out  during  the  year,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  1  may  refer  to 
the  alterations  which  were  undertaken  in  the  Autumn  to  abate  the  pollution  of  the  storage  wells  connected 
with  the  water  supply  of  the  Daventry  Road  portion  of  Napton.  Unfortunately  these  alterations  have  failed 
to  remove  all  risks  of  pollution,  and  as  stated  in  the  special  report  which  I  forwarded  for  your  last 
meeting,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  new  main  and  storage  tank  are  both  required,  and  these,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  carefully  considered  by  the  Joint  Committee  which  has  been  appointed,  of  members  of 
this  and  the  Parish  Council.” 

Warwick. — Dr.  Wilson  reports  the  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  in  several  parishes  of  this  District, 
more  especially  in  Whitnash  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  in  Bubbenhall  and  Cubbington 
during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters.  Owing  to  this  the  elementary  schools  were  closed.  Referring  to 
the  outbreak  at  Whitnash,  Dr.  Wilson  says,  “  The  Sanitary  Inspector  found  several  children  playing  on 
the  road  when  peeling  from  the  disease.  After  examining  the  children,  who  were  promptly  removed  to 
the  Hospital,  I  advised  that  three  of  the  parents  implicated  should  appear  before  the  Sanitary  Authority 
to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  summoned  for  having  neglected  to  notify  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act.  They  appeared  as  requested,  and  were  severely  reprimanded 


by  the  Chairman.” 

Vital 

Statistics. 

Population. 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

Infant  Mortality 
per  1,000  Births. 

Meriden 

10,892 

20-6 

13-3 

•63 

101 

Rugby 

13,775 

27-7 

14-0 

1-67 

123 

Solihull 

13,120 

21*4 

13-8 

•61 

92 

Southam 

10,350 

28-3 

12-1 

1-83 

129 

Warwick 

11,560 

21-6 

12-7 

•34 

96 

14 


THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WHOLE. 

AREA. 

There  has  been  some  slight  change  in  the  area  of  the  County  owing  to  the  operations  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  1894,  and  the  figures  returned  by  the  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the 
reports  show  the  total  area  to  be  543,785  acres,  of  which  57,321  are  Urban  and  486,464  are  Rural. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  administrative  County  for  the  year  is  317,952,  compared  with 
315,470  in  1893,  and  308,071  taken  at  the  census  of  1891.  On  comparing  the  populations  of  the  Urban 
and  Rural  districts  in  the  previous  year  I  find  that  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  Urban  ones  and 
a  reduction  in  the  Rural  ones.  This,  however,  is  more  apparent  than  real,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Urban 
district  of  Erdington  was  originally  the  largest  portion  of  the  Rural  district  of  Aston.  Still  the  tendency 
which  I  have  before  remarked  is  still  shown,  viz.,  an  increase  in  the  more  thickly  populated  manufacturing 
Urban  districts,  and  a  decrease  in  those  which  are  sparsely  populated  and  largely  agricultural. 

BIRTHS. 

In  1894,  8,776  births  were  registered,  compared  with  9,292  in  1893  and  8,976  in  1892.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  has  decreased,  being  lower  than  of  late.  Calculated  on  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  the  birth-rate  is  therefore  27'6,  compared  with  29 '45  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  rate  for  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales  was  29'6.  This  decrease  is  due  to  a  falling  off  in  the  birth-rates  in  both  the 
Urban  and  the  Rural  districts:  in  the  former  the  rate  was  27-83,  and  in  the  latter  27-30.  In  the  Urban 
districts  as  usual  Nuneaton  has  the  highest  birth-rate,  viz.,  3 9 '7,  while  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Leamington 
have  the  lowest,  viz.,  20.  In  the  Rural  districts  Atherstone  again  has  the  highest  rate,  viz.,  34 '6,  somewdiat 
closely  follow’ cd  by  Foleshill  with  a  rate  of  33 -6,  while  Tam  worth  comes  next  in  order.  The  little  district 
of  Coventry  is  distinguished  by  having  had  no  births  registered  during  the  year.  Next  to  that  the  lowest 
birth-rates  are  found  in  Hinckley,  Banbury  and  Meriden. 

HEATHS. 

Four  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  deaths  were  registered  in  the  County,  viz.,  2,456 
in  the  Urban,  and  2,018  in  the  Rural  districts,  giving  a  death-rate  of  14’07  compared  with  17’4  in  1893 
and  16-72  in  1892.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  death-rate  has  fallen  very  largely  compared  with 
the  two  previous  years,  and  that  it  is  the  lowest  death-rate  yet  recorded  in  the  six  years  that  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  making  this  report.  The  death-rate  in  the  Urban  districts  was  14’00,  and  in  the  Rural 
14  T  5,  again  showing  what  I  noted  last  year,  that  the  death-rate  in  the  Rural  districts  was  higher  than 
that  in  the  Urban  districts.  This  is  contrary  to  what  is  found  over  the  country  generally,  but  it  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  districts,  though  Rural  in  name  are  really  manufacturing,  viz.,  Atherstone 
and  Foleshill,  and  to  these  it  is  entirely  due  that  the  excess  is  observed.  In  the  Urban  districts  Erdington 
has  the  lowest  death-rate,  viz.,  10T6,  closely  followed  by  Rugby  aud  Sutton  Coldfield,  while  the  highest 
is  found  in  Bulkington,  viz.,  18.  In  the  Rural  districts  Nuneaton  has  the  lowest  rate,  viz.,  9’6,  and 

Foleshill  the  highest  with  18 ’3.  Tne  death-rate  for  the  v’hole  of  England  and  Wales  wTas  16 -6. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
a  diseases  compared  with  576  in  1893,  446  in  1892,  and  492  in  1891.  The  deaths  registered  were  as  follows  : — 
Small-pox  18,  Measles  117,  Scarlet  Fever  16,  Diphtheria  26,  Whooping  Cough  106,  Fever  22,  and  Diarrhoea 
73.  The  great  falling  off  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease  has  been  due  to  the  diminution 
in  those  registered  from  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery.  In  the  previous  year  335  deaths  were  registered,  or 
nearly  five  times  as  many  as  last  year,  but  it  is  very  gratifying  to  point  out  also  that  there  has  been 
a  marked  falling  off  in  the  deaths  from  Continued  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  and  a  slight  one  in  those  due  to 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  only  increase  is  shown  in  the  deaths  from  Small-pox,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough, 
the  two  latter  diseases  of  early  childhood  with  which  at  present  sanitation  has  but  little  to  do.  The  great 
diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  summer  was  cold 

and  damp.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  is  1T4  compared  with  l-79  in  1893,  U33  in  1892,  and  1’58 

in  1891.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  1  '76.  In  the  Urban  districts  the  number 
of  deaths  registered  wras  207  compared  with  363  in  1893,  this  gives  a  rate  of  1T8  compared  with  2T8 
in  the  previous  year.  In  the  Rural  districts  the  number  of  deaths  registered  from  these  diseases  was  158, 
giving  a  rate  of  1T1  compared  with  l-39  in  the  previous  year. 

Small-pox. — I  reported  last  year  that  for  the  first  time  in  five  years  Small-pox  had  proved  fatal 
in  the  County,  10  deaths  having  been  registered  from  it.  This  year  it  has  also  caused  fatality,  16  deaths 
having  been  registered  in  the  Urban  districts  and  1  in  the  Rural.  Altogether  the  total  number  of  cases  notified 
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was  247  compared  with  195  in  the  previous  year.  No  less  than  202  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  densely 
populated  district  of  Aston  Manor.  The  only  other  Urban  district  where  double  figures  were  reached  was 
Rugby,  13  being  notified.  In  the  Rural  districts  only  very  few  cases  were  reported. 

Last  year  in  my  report  I  said  “  the  first  thing  to  strike  one  is  the  very  low  mortality  which  is  shown, 
the  death-rate  on  the  notified  cases  being  only  5T  per  cent.”  This  year  the  mortality  has  been  rather 
greater,  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  having  been  7  2.  During  the  same  year  in  the  City  of 
Birmingham  out  of  a  total  of  2,074  cases  notified  there  were  165  deaths,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  8  per 
cent,  while  in  the  City  of  Coventry  out  of  22  cases  1  proved  fatal,  giving  a  mortality  of  4J  per  cent. 
Taking  the  whole  population  included  in  the  area  of  the  County,  that  is,  adding  to  the  administrative 
area  the  Cities  of  Birmingham  and  Coventry  we  find  that  we  had  during  1894,  2,343  cases  of  which 

184  proved  fatal,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  7-8  per  cent.  Of  the  247  cases  notified  no  less  than 

204  were  isolated  in  hospital,  and  this  large  use  of  isolation  had  probably  a  great  deal  to  do  with 

the  question  of  preventing  its  spread  and  of  reducing  the  mortality  of  those  affected. 

Measles  caused  117  deaths,  viz.,  67  in  the  Urban  and  50  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Of  these 
no  less  than  111  were  in  children  under  5  years  of  age.  I  am  unable  to  tell  the  number  of  cases 
which  occurred,  because,  with  the  exception  of  the  Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  Measles  is  not  a 
notifiable  disease  in  the  County.  This  number — 117 — is  a  large  increase  on  that  of  1893,  when- 
only  36  deaths  were  registered,  but  this  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Measles  is  a  disease 
of  very  early  life,  and  consequently  tends  to  recur  every  two  or  three  years  as  a  fresh  crop  of 
children  are  bom  who  are  susceptible  to  the  virus. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  rather  more  prevalent  also  than  in  1893,  1,154  cases  being  notified  against 

858  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  case  mortality  was  rather  less,  as  only  16  deaths  were  registered 

from  it  compared  with  17  in  1893.  As  Scarlet  Fever  spreads  almost  entirely  by  infection  and  is 
but  little  influenced  as  regards  causation  by  sanitary  conditions  it  is  somewhat  strange  that  there 

should  be  a  greater  incidence  of  the  disease  on  the  Rural  than  on  the  Urban  Districts.  Among 

the  Urban  Districts,  Aston  Manor  and  Sutton  Coldfield  were  the  only  two  districts  in  which  deaths 
were  registered,  while  in  the  Rural  Districts,  Foleshill  and  Stratford-on-Avon  had  the  largest 
mortality,  viz.,  4  and  5  respectively. 

Diphtheria. — Twenty-six  deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria  compared  with  40  in  1893,  of  these  17 
occurred  in  the  Urban  and  9  in  the  Rural  districts.  I  called  attention  in  my  last  report  to  the  fact  that 
Diphtheria  occurred  more  in  the  Rural  than  in  the  Urban  districts,  but  this  year  we  find  that  the  incidence 
on  the  Urban  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the  Rural.  The  number  of  cases  notified  has  been  113  in  the  Urban  and 
61  in  the  Rural  districts.  It  is  gratifying  therefore  to  notice  that  although  a  slightly  larger  number  of 
cases  were  reported  the  number  of  deaths  was  considerably  less. 

Whooping  Cough. — As  is  usual,  Whooping  Cough  is  again  responsible  for  more  deaths  than  all  the 
other  infectious  diseases,  except  Measles;  106  deaths  were  registered,  54  being  in  the  Urban  districts  and  52 
in  the  Rural.  Of  these  106  no  less  than  103  were  in  children  under  5  years  of  age.  The  proportion 
is  a  slight  increase  on  that  recorded  last  year,  when  the  number  was  75.  Like  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  is 
observed,  attacking  as  it  does  chiefly  infants,  to  assume  an  epidemic  form  every  two  or  three  years. 

Fever. — In  1894,  only  22  deaths  were  registered  from  the  three  forms  of'  Continued  Fever  included 
under  this  head,  Typhus,  Enteric  or  Typhoid,  and  other  er  doubtful  fevers.  Of  these,  19  were  due  to 
Typhoid,  2  to  other  or  doubtful  fevers,  and  1  to  Typhus.  In  the  previous  year  no  less  than  63  deaths  were 
recorded,  so  that  we  note  under  this  head  a  most  gratifying  decrease  ;  it  is  the  more  gratifying  because  of  all 
single  diseases  Fever  may  be  taken  as  the  particular  index  pointing  to  the  condition  of  sanitation  in  a  district. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  was  156,  while  last  year  the  number  was  493.  The  case  mortality  is  a  little 
higher  than  in  1893,  being  14T  compared  with  1 2*8,  but  still  it  is  below  that  recorded  for  the  years  1892  and 
1891,  in  which  the  figures  were  respectively  17*7  and  18-9.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  one  case  of  Typhus 
Fever  was  notified.  This  disease  is  so  rarely  observed  in  the  Midlands  owing  to  the  conditions  necessary  for 
its  origin  and  spread  not  being  found,  that  it  is  very  curious  that  a  case  should  have  arisen  in  the  Urban 
district  of  Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Diarrhcea  was  comparatively  little  fatal  in  1894,  only  73  deaths  being  registered  from  it;  of  these  44 
occurred  in  the  Urban  districts  (34  of  them  being  in  Aston  Manor  and  8  at  Nuneaton),  and  29  in  the  Rural 
districts.  In  the  previous  year  no  less  than  335  deaths  were  registered,  and  this  decrease  in  1894  is  to  be  set 
down  entirely  as  due  to  climatic  causes.  It  has  been  well  established  by  observations  carried  on  in  places 
particularly  subject  to  outbreaks  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  that  the  disease  occurs  regularly  when  the  temperature 
of  the  ground  4  feet  below  its  surface  reaches  56°  Fahr.,  and  it  is  always  observed  that  when  we  have 
a  dry  and  pleasant  summer  we  have  to  pay  the  penalty  in  an  increased  mortality  from  Diarrhoea. 
This  mortality  affects  almost  entirely  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  we  find  that  last  year  of  the  73 
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deaths  no  less  than  61  were  in  young  children.  In  the  Rural  districts,  Atherstone  and  Folcshill,  as  one 
would  expect  from  their  manufacturing  character,  suffered  to  the  greatest  extent. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

One  thousand  and  eighty-four  deaths  were  registered  in  chiidrcn  under  one  year  of  age,  while 
8776  births  were  also  registered.  This  gives,  therefore,  a  figure  of  mortality  of  123  per  1,000  registered  births, 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  previous  years;  in  fact  it  is  the  lowest  rate  of  infant  mortality  that 
I  have  yet  recorded  in  the  six  years  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  making  this  report.  The  highest  rate  in  the 
Urban  districts  is  shown  in  the  Boi’ough  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  while  the  Borough  of  Leamington  comes  next. 
The  lowest  rate  is  observed  in  Bulkington,  while  the  rates  in  Kenilworth  and  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Warwick 
are  each  of  them  under  100.  This  is  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory,  and  points  to  the  fact  perhaps  that 
slowly  but  surely  a  better  knowledge  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  requirements  of  early  infant  life.  In  the 
rural  districts  the  highest  rate  is  found  in  the  little  district  of  Hinckley,  which  has  the  high  rate  of  187, 
while  in  Banbury  the  rate  is  also  high,  viz.,  161.  With  these  two  exceptions  all  the  rates  may  be  called 
satisfactory  or  fairly  so.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  decrease  in  this  rate  is  due  entirely  to  the  Urban 
districts,  the  rate  having  fallen  from  164  in  1893  to  127  in  1894. 


A  SlJMMAKY  OF  MATTERS  INFLUENCING  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH,  TO  WHICH  ATTENTION  IS 
DIRECTED  IN  THE  REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASE. 

I  have  already  recorded  that  in  one  of  the  two  Rural  districts  which  in  the  past  had  not  had  the 
advantage  of  the  Notification  Act  that  it  had  been  adopted  during  the  year,  viz.,  Chipping  Norton,  so  that  at 
the  present  time,  out  of  all  the  districts  in  the  County  only  two  Urban,  viz.,  Rugby  and  Bulkington,  and  one 
Rural — Nuneaton — exist  in  which  notification  of  infectious  disease  is  not  compulsory.  I  have  quoted  the 
views  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  these  districts  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  adoption  of  this  Act,  and 
as  I  have  myself  expressed  so  many  times  the  importance  of  this  matter,  not  only  to  the  districts  themselves 
but  to  the  County  as  a  whole,  I  do  not  propose  now  to  say  more  on  this  subject. 

ISOLATION  AND  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

I  reported  last  year  that  “only  one  of  the  Urban  districts  of  the  County  is  not  now  provided  with  an 
isolation  hospital  of  some  kind.”  This  is  the  little  district  of  Bulkington,  and  this  year  I  can  report  that  a 
small  advance  has  been  made,  for  a  tent  has  been  secured  for  the  reception  of  patients  should  it  be  deemed 
necessary,  although  up  to  the  present  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  reports  that  no  site  has 
been  obtained  on  which  to  erect  it.  In  the  Rural  districts  there  is  still  room  for  improvement,  as  in  no  less 
than  7  districts  there  is  no  proper  means  of  isolating  patients.  I  stated  last  year  that  isolation  was  happily 
becoming  more  popular  among  the  people,  as  there  had  been  a  considerable  increase  of  cases  isolated 
throughout  the  County.  This  year  the  number  is  still  further  increased,  the  number  of  cases  isolated  being 
790  compared  with  550  in  1893,  and  312  in  1892.  Taking  Smallpox  and  Scarlet  Fever  out  of  1401  cases,  no 
less  than  771  or  considerably  more  than  half  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  the  Urban  districts,  where  isolation 
is  the  most  required,  of  231  cases  of  Smallpox,  196  were  removed  to  hospital,  while  out  of  509  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  346  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  the  Rural  districts  the  proportion  was  considerably  less,  particularly 
in  connection  with  Scarlet  Fever,  for  although  645  cases  were  notified,  only  221  were  treated  in  hospital. 

I  quoted  last  year  some  pertinent  and  valuable  remarks  by  Mr.  Henry  May,  as  to  the  effect  a  small 
charge  being  made  had  upon  the  question  of  isolating  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and  I  desire  to  call  attention 
therefore  to  what  I  have  quoted  this  year  from  his  report.  He  still  regrets  that  in  Aston  Manor,  the  most 
densely  populated  district  in  the  County,  the  isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  is  comparatively  small,  and  he 
believes,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  that  free  admission  would  be  very  much  better  and  as  practicable  as 
the  free  admission  of  Small-pox  patients.  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  isolation  this  question  of 
admission  to  hospital  is  perhaps  the  most  important.  I  have  before,  some  years  ago,  called  your  attention  to 
the  public  aspect  of  it,  and  desire  again  to  say  that  when  we  request  patients,  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
health,  to  isolate  themselves  in  hospital,  and  to  receive  by  the  way  the  necessary  medical  treatment,  we  are 
asking  them  not  so  much,  in  fact  not  at  all,  to  receive  a  favour  as  to  confer  one  upon  the  community  in  which 
they  dwell,  by  removing  centres  of  infection  from  those  who  are  non-infected.  This  being  the  case,  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  vitiation  of  the  whole  sanitary  principle  involved  in  isolation  to  endeavour  to  collect  even  the 
most  moderate  charge  from  the  patients  isolated.  The  most  that  can  be  contributed  by  an  ordinary  artisan 
or  labourer  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  two  or  perhaps  more  children  in  hospital  for  a  period  of 
6  or  8  weeks  is  so  small  that  practically  it  can  have  no  effect  whatever  on  the  taxation  of  the  district.  But  at 
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the  same  time,  while  no  good  can  be  effected,  much  harm  is  done  by  endeavouring  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
benefit  is  being  conferred  upon  the  individual  instead  of  upon  the  community.  I  am  moved  to  make  these 
remarks  because  I  fear  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  some  quarters  to  push  the  doctrine  of  contributing  towards 
maintenance  further  than  is  justified  by  our  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  value  of  isolation.  A  hospital  that  has 
been  erected  and  is  supported  at  great  cost  is  practically  money  thrown  away  unless  it  is  doing  that 
work  which  it  has  been  equipped  to  do,  and  to  have  a  hospital  in  a  district,  and  at  the  same  time  to  allow  to 
remain  in  the  district,  among  the  non-infected,  cases  which  have  not  proper  isolation  is  from  the  point  of 
view  even  of  district  rating  as  extravagant  and  as  wasteful  as  it  is  insanitary.  It  is  very  gratifying 
indeed  to  see  in  many  of  the  districts  (as  can  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  tables  in  the  appendix)  how 
largely  isolation  is  availed  of,  with  enormous  benefit  to  the  public  health. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Much  less  is  said  about  River  Pollution  in  the  various  reports  this  year  than  for  some  years 
past.  The  Pollution  of  the  Tame  is  referred  to  in  Dr.  Fausset’s  report  on  the  health  of  the  Tamworth 
Rural  District,  and  while  he  describes  the  works  that  have  been  carried  out  at  one  of  the  paper  mills 
for  lessening  the  amount  of  pollution  in  the  river,  he  states  that  there  is  considerable  pollution  going  on 
at  another  such  mill  where  no  attempt  is  made  to  purify  the  effluent.  He  also  refers  to  “Pollutions 
that  arise  from  the  sewage  of  houses  throughout  this  District,  most  of  which  finds  its  way  into  the 
brook  courses  and  so  into  the  river.”  Mr.  Cookson,  in  his  report  on  Nuneaton  Rural,  refers  to  the 
highly  polluted  state  of  the  River  Anker,  the  pollution  emanating  from  sources  higher  up  the  river. 
Whether  or  not  this  takes  place  in  Warwickshire  he  does  not  say.  Dr.  Wilson  refers  to  the  serious 
pollutions  of  the  Rivers  Sherbourne,  Sowe,  and  Avon,  by  the  Coventry  sewage.  He  also  reports  that 
the  complaints  made  by  the  Leamington  Corporation  of  pollution  of  the  Learn,  in  respect  of  the  towns 
of  Southam  and  Dunchurch,  last  year,  have  been  attended  to  by  the  laying  out  of  a  small  sewage  farm 
for  the  former,  aud  by  better  attention  to  the  sewage  farm  of  the  latter.  He  reports  also  that  the 
Tame  which  passes  through  the  North-West  corner  of  the  Meriden  District  continues  in  the  same  foul 
condition  as  formerly,  and  is  no  doubt  a  serious  nuisance  at  Forge  Mills  during  warm  weather.  He  also 
reports  that  the  pollution  of  the  River  Cole  has  been  greatly  mitigated  by  the  better  laying  out  and 
management  of  the  Yardley  sewage  farm.  The  pollution  of  the  Avon  by  the  Rugby  sewage  farm  has 
been  abated  by  purchasing  more  land,  but  with  regard  to  the  Finham  Brook,  there  is  still  occasional 
pollution  from  the  Kenilworth  sewage  farm,  though  this  has  been  mitigated  by  improved  management  of 
the  farm. 

VACCINATION. 

I  regret  again  to  have  to  report  that  very  little  information  is  given  in  many  of  the  reports  as 
to  the  condition  of  Vaccination  in  the  District.  In  no  less  than  17  instances  is  no  information  on  the 
subject  to  be  found,  in  fact  only  in  three  Urban  and  seven  Rural  Districts  are  the  tables  that  were 
issued  by  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council  returned  duly  filled  up.  As  far  as  these  go  some  important 
information  is  to  be  found.  Alcester  appears  to  be  a  thoroughly  well  vaccinated  district ;  out  of  380 
births  only  25  being  unaccounted  for  in  the  report.  Foleshill,  however,  with  668  births  has  no  less 
than  437  unvaccinated  cases  at  the  date  of  the  return.  Considering  that  Small-pox  has  been  hovering 
around  during  the  past  year  this  must  be  considered  decidedly  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  difficult  to  extract  from  the  reports  full  information  as  to  the  incidence  of  Small-pox  on  the 
vaccinated  and  unvaccinated.  Mr.  May  points  out  that  the  mortality  from  the  whole  of  the  cases  notified  in 
Aston  Manor  was  only  6 ‘5  per  cent.,  but  of  the  18  cases  of  un vaccinated  persons  who  contracted  Small-pox 
the  mortality  reached  the  high  figure  of  33  per  cent.  In  Erdington  the  only  death  occurred  in  an 

unvaccinated  child.  Perhaps  the  most  instructive  report  on  the  subject  of  Vaccination,  as  a  preventive 

of  Small-pox,  is  to  be  found  in  the  account  given  in  the  Rugby  Urban  report  of  the  outbreak  in  that 
town,  which  will  be  found  fully  described  in  my  summary  of  the  report.  I  do  not  know,  however, 
that  any  good  is  to  be  gained  by  recounting  further  instances  of  this,  and  the  only  pity  is  that  there 
should  be  such  a  difficulty  in  getting  information  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  community 
as  Vaccination,  as  appears  in  the  reports  of  this  year.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  one  of  the 
anomalies  of  our  sanitary  code  that  the  control  of  Vaccination  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary 

Authority,  so  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  to  procure  this  information,  and  it  can  only 

be  obtained  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Vaccination  Officers  in  the  respective  districts. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  only  in  three  instances,  viz.,  two  Urban  and  one  Rural,  has 
no  record  of  sanitary  work  done  by  the  Inspector,  been  sent.  I  am  pleased  also  to  be  able  to  report,  too, 
that  a  far  greater  number  have  made  use  of  the  special  form  drawn  up  some  few  years  ago,  aud  which 
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has  been  adopted  in  several  neighbouring  and  other  counties.  I  have  before  pointed  out  how  difficult  it 
is  to  summarise  justly  tabular  forms  unless  a  similar  principle  of  classification  is  adopted,  and  I  am  glad 
therefore  to  record  the  fact  of  the  much  wider  adoption  of  the  table  which  appears  in  the  appendix. 

WEEKLY  RETURNS. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  returns  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  which  have  been 
collected  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  have  been  of  the  greatest  possible  service  to  the  various  district 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  as  an  illustration  of  this  I  may  note  that  during  the  year  application 
was  made  from  the  City  of  Coventry  for  their  Health  Department  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  weekly  return, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  forwarding  the  number  of  the  cases  notified  to  him  in  that  city.  I  desire 
to  point  out  the  desirability  of  approaching  the  Health  Committee  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  asking  them 
to  exchange  similar  information.  When  we  consider  that  Birmingham  has  a  population  nearly  twice  as 
much  as  the  rest  of  the  county,  that  it  is  therefore  naturally  the  centre  of  a  large  amount  of  infectious 
disease,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  also  the  large  commercial  centre  of  the  district,  it  will  be  at  once 
admitted  that  information  as  to  the  origin  and  spread  of  various  infectious  diseases  in  that  city  would  be 
of  the  greatest  value  to  the  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  county.  May  I  suggest,  therefore, 
that  negotiations  be  opened  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  gain  a  fuller  knowledge  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
infection  throughout  the  wdiole  area  of  Warwickshire? 

As  a  conclusion  to  my  last  year’s  report,  I  quoted  in  tabular  form  the  death-rate  from  some  of 
the  more  important  infectious  diseases,  and  showed  that  on  the  whole  the  returns  for  the  5  years  from 
1889  to  1893  inclusive  gave  very  gratifying  results.  This  year  I  subjoin  the  same  table  with  the 
statistics  for  1894  added.  They  are  as  follows  : — 

Death-Rate  per  1,000  Persons  Living. 


Typhoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1889. 

0-12 

0-12 

0-10 

1890. 

0-07 

0-07 

0-13 

1891. 

0-13 

0-08 

0-20 

1892. 

0-10 

0-08 

0-07 

1893. 

0-19 

0T2 

0-05 

1894. 

0-05 

0-08 

0-05 

For  the  six  years  therefore,  the  rates  from  these  three  diseases  have  averaged  the  following  figures  : 
Typhoid  Fever  0*11,  Diphtheria  0'09,  Scarlet  Fever  0T0,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  year  1894  we  had 
results  which  in  every  case  were  below  the  average  of  the  whole  six  years.  As  these  are  the  diseases  with 
which  sanitation  has  most  to  do,  they  may  be  taken  as  a  record  of  advancement  in  sanitary  condition,  and 
when  at  the  same  time  it  is  remembered  that  the  death-rate,  the  Zymotic  death-rate,  and  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality  are  all  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  you  may,  I  think,  congratulate  yourselves  on  the  satisfactory 
condition,  as  regards  health,  of  the  administrative  County. 

I  remain, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.IL,  Camb., 

Fellow  of  the  Sanitary  Institute. 

Queen’s  Professor  of  Hygiene  and  Public  Health,  Mason  College,  Birmingham, 
Lecturer  on  Sanitary  Science,  City  Technical  School,  Birmingham,  Ac.,  Ac. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1894,  in  the  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS  of  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified  according  to 
Diseases  and  Ages,  and  shewing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such  Districts,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year,  together  with  Birth, 
Death,  and  Zymotic  Rates,  and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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This  case  of  Smallpox  did  not  belong  to  Tamworth. 
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TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
during  the  year  1894,  in  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Aston  Manor 

72,338 

Bulkington . 

1,328 

Erdington  . 

11,115 

Kenilworth . 

4,195 

Nuneaton  and  Cliil- 
vers  Coton 

16,516 

Royal  Leamington 

Spa  . 

27,220 

Kugby  . 

12,330 

Stratford-on-Avon. . . 
8,406 

Sutton  Coldfield  ... 
10,000 

Warwick  . 

11,950 

TABLE  shewing  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  INSPECTORS  OF  NUISANCES’  DEPARTMENTS  during  the  Year  1894,  in  the  RURAL 
SANITARY  DISTRICTS  of  the  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK. 
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RETURN  shewing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the  number  of 
such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed  of  in  the  Districts  of 
the  County  of  Warwick  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1894. 


VACCINATION 

DISTEICTS. 

No.  of  Births 
Registered 
during  the  year 
ending 

31st  Dec.,  1894. 

No.  of  these 
cases 

successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination. 

Died  before 
Vaccination. 

Cases  under 
Postponement. 

Removals  to 
other  Districts 
out  of 
the  Union. 

URBAN 

DISTRICTS. 

Aston  Manor  ... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

Bulkington 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

Erdington 

286 

193 

1 

22 

10 

3 

Kenilworth 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

Nuneaton  and  1 

No  Repor 

Chilvers  Coton  J 

Royal  Learning-'! 

541 

365 

t. 

42 

41 

7 

ton  Spa  / 

Rugby  . 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

•d.on.  A  1 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

Sutton  Coldfield 

'  201 

147 

... 

13 

9 

1 

Warwick . 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

Alcester  . 

380 

312 

... 

30 

5 

2 

Atherstone 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

Banbury  . 

... 

... 

No  Report. 

... 

Brailes  . 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

Castle  Bromwich 

65 

49 

... 

5 

Chipping  Norton 

No  Repor 

■t. 

... 

Coventry . 

... 

No  Repor 

■t.- 

No  Births 

... 

Foleshill . 

668 

193 

... 

31 

1 

Hinckley . 

16 

5 

... 

3 

... 

... 

Lutterworth  . . . 

43 

23 

... 

2 

1 

2 

Meriden  . 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

t. 

... 

... 

Nuneaton 

... 

... 

No  Report. 

... 

... 

Rugby  . 

... 

No  Report. 

... 

... 

Solihull  . 

... 

No  Report. 

... 

... 

Southam . 

293 

162 

... 

24 

8 

7 

Stratford-on-Avon 

... 

... 

No  Repor 

•t. 

... 

... 

Tamworth 

350 

242 

... 

29 

12 

8 

Warwick . 

... 

..f 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

2,843 

1,691 

1 

201 

87 

30 

No.  of  cases 
not  to  be  found. 

Number  of  cases 
remaining 
Unvaccinated 
at  date  of  this 
Return. 

10 

47 

8 

78 

2 

29 

6 

25 

... 

11 

6 

437 

... 

8 

... 

15 

1 

91 

... 

59 

33 

800 

JUNE,  1898. 


Reports  of 

Medical  Officers  of  Health . 


DR  BOSTOCK  HILL’S 


SUMMARY. 


.  a 


k. 


